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confided in me as far as he confided in any one;
but I always felt that there was a certain fence
behind which I was never admitted ; and probably
it was because I never showed any signs of desiring
to claim more than he was ready to give in the way
of intimacy that he found himself very much at his

ease with me.

A year or two after he left the University I heard

from him, to my great surprise, that he was engaged

to be married.    I went up to see him in town,

where he was^then living, and he took me to see

his fiancee.   She was one of the most beautiful

and charming creatures I have ever seen, and the

two were evidently, as the phrase goes, very much

in love.   I must say that my friend was superficially

a most attractive fellow ; he had a commanding

presence, and great personal beauty, and there was

a certain air of mystery about him which must, I

think, have added to the charm.  They were married,

and for a time, to all appearances, enjoyed great

happiness.    A child was born to them, a daughter.

I saw them at intervals, and my impression was

that my friend had found the one thing that he

wanted, the companionship of a loving, beautiful,

and intelligent woman.

It was in the course of the year after the birth
of the child that I became aware that something
had gone wrong; a shadow seemed to have fallen
upon them. I became aware in the course of a
few days which I spent with them in a little
house by the sea, which they had taken for the
summer, that all was not well. My friend seemed